REMARKS 

I. Claim Rejections 35 U.S.C. §112 

Reconsideration is requested of the Examiner's rejection of Claims 1 and 6-18 under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the written description requirement. In 
particular, the Examiner objected to the "first and second tubular casing having mating inner and 
outer threaded sections, respectively, ..." on the basis that the original claim recites "a tubular 
casing," i.e. one tubular casing, and the specification discloses a "tubular casing 12 has two 
externally threaded ends 22 and 24." 

The "first and second tubular casings" of Claim 1 is amended to recite "a nut and a 
tubular casing." Claim 1 is also amended to clarify the structure of the invention. Therefore, 
Applicant believes this rejection is now moot. 

Reconsideration is requested of the Examiner's rejection of Claims 1 and 6-18 under 35 
U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. In particular, the 
Examiner made reference to "said non-confronting face" in line 14 of Claim 1 and "said nut" in 
line 1 of Claim 17. 

The limitation of "said non-confronting face" in Claim 1 has been deleted. In view of the 
amendment to Claim 1 as discussed above, proper antecedent basis has been provided for "said 
nut" of Claim 17. Therefore, Applicant believes this rejection is now moot. 
II. Conclusion 

If the Examiner has any questions on the above and believes a telephone conference will 
aid in the allowance of the application, please contact the undersigned by telephone. 
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Applicant respectfully requests that this Amendment be entered because it requires only a 
cursory review by the Examiner, does not raise issue of new matter nor requires additional 
search. 

By virtue of the Applicant's amendment to the claims and remarks thereto, all 
outstanding grounds of rejection and objection have been addressed and dealt with and, based 
thereon, it is believed that the application is now in condition for allowance and such action is 
respectfully solicited. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gloria Tsui- Yip 

Attorney for Applicant 

Reg. No. 42,188 

STOLL, MISKIN & BADIE 

350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4710 

New York, NY 10118 

(212)268-0900 
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